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Literary criticism is a very old concept which began almost side by side with literary
creation. The critics hold a very important place in literature because it is they who judge the
guality of a literary work. The purpose of criticism is also the same. A critic must judge a literary
work and praise its good qualities and condemn its shortcomings so that the writers may
improve themselves and the people may get an even better piece of literary work. However
there are some critics and there have been some critics whose prejudice made them despise
the work of the writers. Sometimes they even cross their limits and interfere with the personal
life of the literary artist. For instance, Dr. Samuel Johnson in his famous critical work 'Life of
Milton' writes about Milton "That his own daughters might not break the ranks, he suffered them
to be depressed by a mean and penurious education. He thought woman made only for
obedience, and man only for rebellion.” (Life of Milton 170) Now | personally do not understand
what Milton's treatment of his daughters has to do with his literary work and how Johnson was
able to read the mind of a person who had died about a hundred and five years ago before him.
It is clearly Johnson's personal dislike of Milton which has revealed itself in his work. This is
nothing extraordinary. This is just human nature. Humans usually praise those whom they like
and condemn those whom they dislike. So this makes the critical work all the more controversial
because you can never be sure whether the criticism done by someone is his actual analysis or
just a bundle of his prejudices. When Dr. Samuel Johnson who is considered as one of the
greatest literary critic of all times can get biased in his judgement then nothing can be said for
the other critics around. Telling from personal experience, a friend of mine is an emerging poet
and whenever he writes a new poem, he gives it to me for proofreading. When we are alone,
then | do tell him the errors which | sight. However in front of others | have never uttered a single
word against his poems. The reason is that | do not want to embarrass him in front of everyone
and thus stain our friendship. Here | would like to mention the name of Samuel Taylor Coleridge
who inspite of being a good friend of William Wordsworth pointed out various shortcomings of 'A
Preface to the Lyrical Ballads' in his own critical work 'Biographia Literaria'. | think this is a fine
example of how to get past your personal self for the sake of true and honest criticism. A good
critic is one who criticises the work of a writer and not the writer himself. A critic must free
himself from all kinds of personal, religious, political and social prejudices. By doing so, he will
be justifying the right meaning and purpose of criticism.
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Abstract

Education is one of the significant factors instrumental in the development of a country.
For any society to be successful it has to have a strong education system leading to a strong
nation. When we are experiencing a major paradigm shift in technology and educational needs,
it is important to move with the change in keeping with the social, economic, cultural, moral and
spiritual issues facing humanity. India today needs more morally and holistically educated
people to drive the future generations of the nation forward. Today the country is facing n
number of problems, right from terrorism, exploitation, corruption, communalism etc. The society
is lead by individuals who for their personal benefits spoil the social infrastructure. The
problematic Education system is not just the result of modernization or the changing scenario of
the Indian society, it is also the result of decline in status of teaching content, teaching patterns
and materialism in the teaching community as a whole. Now a days it is more of earning marks
than learning lessons. They score marks but as far as the depth of learning is concerned, it is
missing. Globalization and privatization have imposed new challenges but the nations are still
engrossed in solving the basic problems of accessibility to higher education for all. In the
process of the transition from engage to mass education, universities worldwide are under
pressure to enhance access and equity, on the one hand, and to maintain eminence of quality,
worth and brilliance, on the other. It is seen that the involvement of private sector in higher
education has seen great number of changes in the field. Over 60% of higher education
institutions in India are stimulated by the private sector. This has accelerated the establishment
of institutes which have originated over the last decade making India home to the largest
number of Higher Education institutions in the world, with student enrolments at the second
highest (Shaguri, 2013). Despite these numbers, international education rating agencies have
not placed many of these institutions within the best of the world ranking. Also, India has failed
to produce world class universities So the issue of better quality in higher education has been of
great concern for all educationally involved individuals. The educational system basically has to
cater to the new trends and diversities leading to fulfilment of the varied aspirations of an
individual. We need to certain the quality of education for our graduates on different parameters
SO as to ensure a proper framework to the career prospects for them. | think there is a lot of
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scope for improvement to focus on all round qualitative aspects to prepare graduates as per the
needs of the current competitive environment.

Let’s see a few measures that can help the quality of higher education where it becomes

conspicuous.

1. The need is to differentiate among students if they are inclined to gain a useful employment
or they look forward to strengthen the academic and exploration skills.

2. Importance must be given to proper assessment tools rather than just grading for the
purpose of commercial motives. Quantity must not overrun quality.

3. Through various audio video and other aids the teacher should induce the student to think,
innovate and challenge existing ideas and generate new knowledge.

4. The corporate sector aspirations must be taken care of in terms of occupational diversity.
Therefore, the higher education institutions have to develop such mechanism to fit into
occupational diversity.

5. There should be a multidisciplinary approach in higher education so that students
knowledge may not be restricted only upto his own subjects.

6. The teachers must keep themselves updated so as to match the fast technological
availability of data to the students.

7. The quality of teachers in general and higher education in particular has posed serious
challenges. In keeping with the commercial competition in the market many institutions hire
teachers at low cost overlooking the very quality of teacher.

8. This calls for strengthening the concept of continuous improvements bringing innovations
and desired quality in academic contents and delivery.

9. Each institution must set benchmarks based on specific quality parameters and work on it
consciously.

10. New and changing trends in higher education across the Globe have to receive priority and
a careful evaluation to incorporate in the required quality parameters.
The kind of passion in learning and understanding lack in majority of students and the need
of the hour is to make learning more passionate and a never ending process which leads a
nation to the pinnacles of growth. Finally | believe that lets be more conscious as teachers
and not just keep filling vessels with some words which lead to manufacturing machines for
a materialistic India!
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